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Abstract
Behavioral problems among children can influence their personality and character development if not identified early and solved. Ironically, most of these behavioral problems are often assumed to be normal and part of a child's development phase. This essay provides a behavioral report of Sarah. She has been demonstrating challenging behavioral problems, including aggressiveness and being non-compliant. The school staff is worried that Sarah is becoming uncontrollable due to disruptive behaviors. The report covers functional behavioral report assessment for Sarah. Her basic identifying information is listed, including date of birth, parent's name, and school. A detailed description of the reason for referral is also given. The school staff prefers Sarah to be assessed by Dr. Prat for professional behavior evaluation. An insight on relevant background information shows that Sarah's disruptive behaviors began when she was three years. Her parents say that Sarah began demonstrating aggressiveness towards Sam (her elder brother. Other parts covered by the report include a description of evaluation procedures, hypothesis formulation, and intervention recommendations.
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PS410 Unit 9 Assignment
Scenario:
"A third-grade student in a public elementary school has continuously been referred for behavior problems for the past three months. This student is demonstrating consistently disruptive behaviors in this classroom and in other settings within the school (lunch, recess, specials, etc.). Disruptive behaviors have been termed aggressive and non- compliant' by school staff."
Functional Behavioral Assessment Report for Sarah Jones
Identifying Information
Client:                                    Sarah Jones
Date of Birth:                        January 21, 2016
Parents:                                 Jared and Adrian Jones
School:                                   Evergreen Kindergarten
Date of Report:                       October 23, 2021 
Reasons for Referral
The school management has consulted Sarah's parents to assess her relatively odd and questionable behavioral problems that have lasted for three months. The school prefers Sarah to be referred to a child pediatrician, Dr. Prat, for professional behavior evaluation. The school staff is worried about her continuous behavior, which she exhibits during classroom hours and lunch breaks, recess, specials, and other co-curricular school activities. Teachers and other school staff who interact with Sarah frequently are concerned that she is becoming uncontrollable because her behavior is becoming aggressive and non-compliant. They fear that her aggressiveness is slowly turning into cruelty towards other students and fighting. Through the non-compliant behavior, Sarah has become rude and failed to respect and follow instructions given to her by teachers. The school management is keen on finding a viable solution to tame the behaviors and ensure that Sarah enjoys a happy learning experience and healthy relationships with other students and teachers.
Background Information
Sarah is a reserved and calm girl. The school activities and games she likes participating in most include puzzles and rolling dice to have other students answer questions to stories read. Sarah is five years old and has an older brother (Sam) who happens to be seven years old. Her parents say that Sarah and her brother have a strained relationship because of frequent fights and quarrels. Sarah, for instance, likes taking and playing with Sam's toys without permission, which is often a source of conflict. Jared and Adrian Jones say they began noticing Sarah's problematic behavior when she was three years old. At this time, she was insatiable and always wanted more of everything despite being given equal treatment to Sam. For instance, she could cry to have additional food from Sam's plate despite having her portion. Sam began becoming aggressive towards Sam and even bit him to get what she wanted and failed to listen to her parent's warnings and instructions to desist from such behavior. 
From Sarah's parent's discussion, it is evident and behavior analysis from Dr. Prat was the only viable solution to identify the causative factors for such behavior. Dr. Prat will use relevant functional behavioral assessment tools to analyze Sarah's aggressive and non-compliant behaviors.



Description of Evaluation Procedures
Indirect Functional Assessment (IFA)IFA refers to approaches used to help gather information about unfavorable behaviors exhibited by a person. The information is often solicited from people who maintain close association with the individual experiencing the challenging behavior. Some of the approaches used to collect such information include observation, open-ended interviews, and experimental analysis (Chafouleas et al., 2021). Research findings have established that IFA is very useful in assessing a wide range of behaviors among individuals, including social avoidance, off-task behavior among children in a class, self-injurious behavior, and feeding disorders. IFA is preferred by most professionals because it is a more versatile approach that can help parents, teachers, and staff successfully identify the possible causes of an individual's challenging behavior. By Using IFA, Dr. Prat will develop a hypothesis about the function of Sarah's behavior and identify variables maintaining the challenging behavior so that effective treatment can be designed. IFA that will be used in Sarah's case is the behavioral stream interview (BSI).
BSI is primarily used to identify variables such as consequences or antecedents associated with engaging in challenging behavior. In this case, BSI will help identify the consequences and antecedents of Sarah's aggressive and non-compliant behavior (Hawkins, Collins, & Dillon, 2020). The first step is conducting an interview with staff in the school who have been interacting with Sarah frequently. The BSI is like an 'eye opener' that allows a behavioral analyst professional to have a clear view and bigger picture behind the problematic behavior. The questions asked to both Sarah's parents and school staff will help identify the trigger and reinforcement mechanisms of the behavior.
For instance, the school staff can be asked about an episode when Sarah became aggressive and non-compliant in class. The staff said Sarah's disruptive behavior in class included mumbling and rambling in class. Sarah often continues uttering in the articulate voices despite being warned by her teacher. This happens especially when Sarah gives a wrong answer in class to a question asked and another student chosen by a teacher answers it correctly. The behavior often stops when the teacher decides to direct the question to a group of students and refocus their attention to restating important points. The stream of Sarah's behavior can therefore be summarized as follows: antecedent – Sarah is asked to answer a random question; behavior – Sarah begins mumbling and rambling after being told her answer is wrong, and another student gives a correct answer; and consequence – teacher redirects the question to a group of students.

· Hypothesis Formulation
                        Behavior-Analytic Problem-Solving Model (BAPS) was used to analyze Sarah's behavior. Baps is useful when identifying and describing the variables that result in the behavior that Sarah has (Steege et al., 2019). The Baps is applied after all the analysis to summarize and organize the results of each assessment done. After enough research, the information is used to develop intervention approaches centered on the role played by the behavior. Being aware of the behavior is very important since that can be used to develop solutions and the best ways to handle that specific behavior. In the scenario of Sarah, it is clear that she has behaviors that cannot be tolerated either by her parents or her teachers. Therefore, Dr. Prat advised that an approach like a period warning can be of great use to assist her in getting through this challenge that she has been facing.
Importantly, the Baps can provide information concerning predecessor stimuli like conditioned operations as well as unconditioned operations. 
Immediately this information is provided, there are high chances of the indecent motivation situations being deployed to reduce the chances of tampering with the correct behavior of Sarah. Generally, Sarah suffers from disruptive behaviors that bother everyone she comes around. The fact that the behavior is well known makes it easier to apply the solutions, bearing in mind that the behaviors can also be used to show the results. Sarah needs to seize from that particular behavior, and it will be a problem solved. Therefore, the moment that the behavior has been noticed, understanding the role that the behavior plays is very important. By that, BAPS help in organizing the information and showing how the dissimilar variables maintain or rather back up the behavior experienced. The data that has been organized excellently then gives a chance for particular involvements to be used to discourse the variables that are preserving the deed, and the behavior will no longer be a challenge. 

Assessment Results Interpretation
After the research as well as analysis of the information that was gathered during the direct as well as the indirect valuation procedures, it was conjectured that the behavior of Sarah is negative reinforcement. When this particular behavior is observed, Sarah has the right to do against what her parents or teachers have told her to do so long as she does not reveal the behavior to anyone. Therefore, the significance that reduces the behavior is that those demands that Sarah's parents or anyone near her have placed on her should be neglected in a way.
Motivated Operations (MO) are known as a type of antecedent stimuli that interfere with the impact that is caused by certain behavior. In the case of Sarah, it can clearly be stated that her MOs have a haunting result because they increase the lack of comfort to the individuals around her. Sarah experiences these behaviors when she finds herself in a situation that might not be comfortable to her. Therefore, according to her, the only solution is by maybe having such behaviors to get herself comfortable surroundings. In addition to that, Sarah's disruptive behaviors must have been observed by her parents, yet they have done nothing about them, not unless she only behaves like that when she is at school. Therefore, ending the behaviors could be of great advantage to the other students and teachers as well.

Intervention Recommendations
Antecedent Recommendations:
Antecedent modification means changing the antecedent so that the occurrence of the behavior that is being experienced can be reduced (Doucette, 2021). When Sarah's behavior was observed, it was clear that she would hurt her fellow students by her deeds, which could not be tolerated. Therefore, to help find a solution to this Sarah's behavior. Her parents were told to take action and let her be aware of the consequences of having such behaviors at school. In other words, the parents were asked to discipline her, which would help the other students effectively. In addition to that, Sara can also be given demands on which she is supposed to stay under. By that, she will be afraid that if she keeps on behaving the same way, she might face it rough from the parents or the teachers, and she will end up staying well without revealing such behavior. 
For instance, if Sarah does these disruptive behaviors in the classrooms, there should be rules to be followed, and if anybody goes against them, they get punished. Generally, simple instructions can be reinforced and be directed to Sarah so that she can follow them. As said earlier, a warning system may also be of great help in getting rid of Sarah's disruptive behavior. For example, making Sarah aware of the fact that if she messes with any student in the classroom or any other premise, she will be suspended and on the other side her parents making her aware of the fact that if she gets suspended, then she will face it rough from them. That way, Sarah will stay with the fear, and that is what will make the disruptive behavior disappear once and for all until she gets used to staying well around everybody in the classroom and other premises of the school.

Replacement Behavior Recommendations:
Once Sara stays under those kinds of pressure, she will find it very hard to do the disruptive behaviors at any given time or place due to the fears she will be having. Normally, every negative behavior usually has to be replaced by good behavior. Therefore, it was concluded that for Sarah to cease behaving badly, differential reinforcement of the behavior was to be done. This reinforcement would give Sarah a different behavior apart from the one she has, and that would be a solution done. In addition to that, functional communication training was of great importance since there would be a reinforcer giving Sarah the proper discipline in case, she messes up again. Importantly, Sarah will be told what she will be expected to do by her teachers and be given a condition that if she does not do that, she will be punished. That will be a solution to Sarah's disruptive behavior.

Reaction Procedure Recommendations.
Every behavior has to be dealt with whenever it occurs. Especially if it is a negative behavior, therefore, in the case of Sarah, whenever her disruptive behavior occurs, it will be of great importance that the behavior is placed on extinction. In addition to that, there should be demands to be placed on Sarah concerning the behavior.

Progress Monitoring and Behavioral Consultation
A decision was made that if by any chance Sarah was found practicing the disruptive behavior again, her name would be noted done on the black book, and records would be kept according to the number of times she is found doing the disruptive behavior. Every last day of the month will be the day to go through the records, focusing on the demand placed on Sarah concerning disruptive behavior. If she were found guilty, action would be taken. 
During checking these records, there are chances of the demand being reduced or increased depending on whether her behavior had improved or gotten worse.
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